CARE’s comments relevant to FERC Docket EL00-95-031.

This news article in today’s Contra Costa Times provides uncontroverted evidence that Governor Davis and CARE have fundamental disagreement over the causes and cures to California’s Energy Crises.

Mike Boyd – President, CARE 

PS CARE’s US EPA Office of Civil Rights Complaint CASE#2R-00-R9 filed 4-18-2000 against the Los Medanos Energy Center is still pending before the EPA
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Grid additions give Davis lines to spin

KAREN HERSHENSON: COLUMNIST 

Gov. Gray Davis was fashionably late. Rep. George Miller, D-Martinez, worked the crowd. TV cameramen barked at still photographers to get the heck out of the way. 

Excitement peaked as Davis -- helmet-hair untouched by blustery winds -- flipped the faux switch. A neon map lit up, showing the latest links to the power grid: the Sutter Energy Center near Yuba City, and this, the Los Medanos Energy Center in Pittsburg. 

Welcome to California, where additions to the infrastructure have become media events. It's all about spin, baby, and Monday's power plant launch is a glimmer of good news in this summer's bleak energy picture. Hollywood, are you listening? 

Davis is finally getting it. After a slumbering start, he hired a couple big-time media advisers, so-called Masters of Disaster, who have fueled the fire in his belly. On Monday, he spewed hard-line rhetoric about price gouging by out-of-state energy suppliers. 

"We're in a war with generators ... that are trying to bleed us dry," Davis said. 

You go, Gov! 

Jim Jakel, executive director of the Contra Costa Council, is no stranger to events like these. He acknowledges the wattage has been amped up -- the power plant bash had it all over a recent sewage facility opening, even the launch of a new HOV lane on the Sunol grade. 

"Somehow a power plant is more glamorous," he said. 

But whoa, let's pause for a reality check. This plant, not to mention others being fired up in the coming months, have been in the pipeline for years. If anything, it's the city of Pittsburg that deserves the spotlight. 

Asked Davis' role in getting Los Medanos online, Pittsburg Economic Development Director Garrett Evans paused noticeably: "Well, he flipped the switch." 

Yet Evans doesn't begrudge the guv his moment in the sun. Entrepreneurs from other states have been wooing local businesses like crazy; if Davis can get up there and convince people he's got it under control, then more power to him. 

East County has long been Contra Costa's final frontier, a poster child for suburban sprawl. But now it has a new identity: Energy Central. 

As other communities struggle to fend off power plant construction, these folks say "Come on down." With a second Pittsburg plant opening next summer, and another approved for Antioch, that makes 11 power plants in the area. 

"We certainly are visionary here in the city of Pittsburg," said Supervisor Federal Glover at Monday's dog-and-pony show. 

Of course there were bubble bursters. There always are. As politicos pumped hands and guys in hard hats did photo ops, two men distributed fliers bashing the governor's energy policies. 

They're with Californians for Renewable Energy, and they accuse Davis of practicing "environmental apartheid" by placing these plants in predominantly low income, mostly minority neighborhoods. Even though Los Medanos is state-of-the-art, those who live nearby worry about pollution levels and possible health hazards. 

"This power plant ain't doing anything for the environment, and it ain't doing anything for the public," says CARE's Mike Boyd. 

Ouch, that's some bad P.R. Better get those spinmeisters out there, pronto.

Karen Hershenson writes about life and issues in the East Bay. She can be reached at 925-943-8252, or e-mail khershen@cctimes.com.
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