Tracy's quixotic fighter
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In some ways, Bob Sarvey is like any other small-business man, homeowner, husband and father. He watches his expenses at Sarvey's Shoes on Grant Line Road. He's hoping to install a $90,000 solar-energy system on his Tracy home. He cares deeply about his family; his wife and children have asthma. 

Sarvey, 48, also is different -- he's so passionate about air pollution that he's still trying to stop the 169-megawatt Tracy Peaker Power Project so close to homes on the western edge of the city limits. It has received regulatory approval, but now Sarvey is exercising his right in court to try to overturn the California Energy Commission decision. 

Sarvey's quixotic quest has included an education in public policy and decision-making. He has educated himself on the combined impact of the peaker plant and the not-too-distant East Altamont Energy Center and Teslaw Power Plant. Both are almost 10 times bigger than the peaker, and both are progressing toward regulatory approval. 

Sarvey worries about the cumulative effect of the three power plants, given the west-to-east nature of winds blowing over the Altamont Pass. 

When Sarvey realized that every avenue of state and local government control had been exhausted, he contacted Oakland environmental attorney Stephen Volker. Petitions were filed earlier this month with the California Supreme Court and Sacramento County Superior Court asking for a review of the project.

Sarvey does not see his cause as foolish or impractical. His time might be better spent focusing on the two huge plants just across the county line. Agree or disagree, you have to admire Sarvey's courage and determination. 
