DECLARATION OF

James B. MacDonald

I, Jim MacDonald, declare as follows:

1. I am presently a member of the Board of Trustees of the Pittsburg Unified School District, in Pittsburg California.
2. I provided expert oral testimony in regards to Environmental Justice on the Los Medanos Energy Center (98-AFC-1).

3. I provided expert testimony and acted as an expert witness for CARE in regards to Environmental Justice during the evidentiary hearings on the Delta Energy Center (98-AFC-3).
4. I provided the CEC a copy of Pittsburg Unified School District Resolution 99-32 (see figure 1), which calls on the US EPA to declare the community of Pittsburg an Environmental Justice community.
5. I am a party to the complaint of discrimination in permitting filed with the US EPA Office of Civil Rights, against the California Energy Commission, Bay Area Air Quality Management District, California Air Resources Board, and the City of Pittsburg (Case#2R-00-R9).
5.
It is my professional opinion that the applicant’s prepared testimony is invalid and inaccurate with respect to the issue(s) addressed herein.
6.
I am personally familiar with the facts and conclusions related in the testimony and if called as a witness could testify competently thereto.
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

DATED:    January 11, 2001
Signed: 
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   Location:  Pittsburg, California

California Energy Commission Metcalf Energy Center siting Committee,

I have been asked to give testimony by CARE to the CEC in regards to Environmental Justice issues before the CEC.  I am on record in the Los Medanos Energy Center case (98-AFC-1) and the Delta Energy Center Case (98-AFC-3) as to my views and concerns regarding the CEC's lack of understanding of EJ issues and demand that my testimony in these cases be incorporated by reference in this case. This testimony can be found in the administrative record for plant siting 98-AFC-1, and 98-AFC-3. I provided the CEC a copy of Pittsburg Unified School District Resolution 99-32 (see figure 1), which calls on the US EPA to declare the community of Pittsburg an Environmental Justice community, please incorporate this in this case by reference. I have thorough knowledge of the EPA Title VI guidelines and have given testimony at two National Environmental Justice Advisory Commission Conventions. I am a party to the complaint of discrimination in permitting filed with the US EPA Office of Civil Rights, against the California Energy Commission, Bay Area Air Quality Management District, California Air Resources Board, and the City of Pittsburg (Case#2R-00-R9). I respectfully demand that this complaint, and four amendments (as of this date), be incorporated by reference in the administrative record, in this case.

I will not be attending CEC hearings on socio-economics for the Metcalf Energy Center (99-AFC-3), because it is the opinion and the perception of many of the public participants, including myself, that the CEC has so weighted the scale against meaningful public input as to make it useless to participate.

Sincerely:
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James B MacDonald 1-11-01

[image: image3.png]RESOLUTION 99-32

Requesting the EPA Declare Pittsburg an Environmental Justice Community

The TRUSTEES of the PITTSBURG UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT are concerned over the
ever-increasing poliution levels to which our students and staff are exposed. Recent medical
evidence indicates that pollution has a much higher negative effect on the health and welfare of
the community than previously suspected. EPA studies confirm that minority and low-income
populations carry an unjust burden of health risks from pollution. These health effects put
additional strain on population groups already disenfranchised, resulting in a poor leaming
cnvironment at home and reduced learning capacity at school due to chromic sickness and
absence from school.

Hospitalization due to asthma aftacks is alarmingly high in Contra Costa County. Between
January and June, 1999, 71 children were hospitalized at the San Pablo Emergency Room and 68
at the Pinole Emergency Room. Rate for hospitalization due to asthma in the 94520 zip code
area in Concord (motth side) is 214 per 100,000, In 1996, 656 Californians died of asthma.
Posgibly due to socio-economic and environmental reasons, Aftican-American children under
age 15 are 4.5 times more likely to have an asthma attack than Cancasians (taken from Contra
Costa Times article on Regjional Asthma Management and Prevention Initiative Report). Since
Pittsburg Unified School Distriet is over 60% minority snd 67% free or reduced lunch, this puts
a tremendous burden on the school district.

Because of the ever-increasing relocation of smokestack industries to the Pittsburg area, and the
already existing environmental health risks, the TRUSTEES of the PITTSBURG UNIFIED
SCHOOL DISTRICT, acting as duly elected representatives of the people, ask the EPA to
declare Pitisburg an Emvironmental Justice Community and begin appropriate studies of the
environmental hazards our stndents face.

YES:
NOES:
ABSENT;

Robert L. Superintendent

Superintendent/Secretary to the
PITTSRURG BOARD OF EDUCATION

Adopted: 4-0-1





Figure 1 October 13, 1999 Resolution 99-32 of the Pittsburg Unified School District.
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